Faith in Action
Part 5

“By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from
Egypt and gave instructions about his bones.” (Hebrews 11:22)

Joseph knew that Egypt is not his place that he should be buried, and he knew that God will finally
come and fulfilled what he had promised to his people by bringing them into the Promise Land:

Therefore Joseph by his faith in God was able to see the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt.
Knowing and was assured through faith that God would finally come and deliver his people out of
slavery and bring them to a land flowing with milk and honey. And that what Joseph asked his
brothers to do, “24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to die. But God will surely
come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob." 25 And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said, "'God will
surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place.” 26 So Joseph
died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in
Egypt.” (Genesis 50:24-26)

And truly the Lord finally after four centuries He came and brought the Israelites out from Egypt
through the leadership of Moses. And Joseph bones were taken from Egypt: “17 When Pharaoh
let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country, though that
was shorter. For God said, "'If they face war, they might change their minds and return to
Egypt.”” 18 So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites
went up out of Egypt armed for battle. 19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because
Joseph had made the sons of Israel swear an oath. He had said, "'God will surely come to your
aid, and then you must carry my bones up with you from this place.” (Exodus 13:17-19)
Therefore and finally Joseph was buried in His land that he received from his father, the ridge of
land Jacob took from the Amorites, “32 And Joseph's bones, which the Israelites had brought up
from Egypt, were buried at Shechem in the tract of land that Jacob bought for a hundred pieces
of silver from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem. This became the inheritance of
Joseph's descendants.” (Joshua 24:32)

How you can apply the above message in your life? Egypt for you is the earth that you are living in
now, but the place that you should look for and longing is the heaven, the eternal dwelling with
God, “20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord
Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” (Philippians 3:20-21)
You should set your mind and focus not on the earthly things that will perish but on the heavenly
dwellings that God had prepared for us to dwell with Him forever:

1- “1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly
things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” (Colossians 3:1-4)

2- “15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his
eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world.
17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.”
(1John 2:15-17)

3- “1 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. | have written both of them as
reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 1 want you to recall the words spoken in
the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your
apostles. 3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing
and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, ""Where is this ‘coming' he promised?
Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But
they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was
formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged
and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 8 But do not forget this one
thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like
a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 10 But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will
be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything
will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and
godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in
keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of
righteousness. 14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort
to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.” (2Peter 1:1-14)

4- “7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from
God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always
carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in
our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that
his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at
work in you. 13 It is written: "'l believed; therefore | have spoken."With that same spirit of
faith we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord
Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. 15
All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause
thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light
and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary,
but what is unseen is eternal.” (2Corinthians 4:7-18)

My Dear and Beloved: “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2) Here on earth you are in a mission to live
your life for God and to be a good testimony to others to follow Christ. Your final home is in
heaven, and when Jesus will come we will be together with Him and forever. And this is
what your faith will lead you to achieve as you agree to pray.

My Prayer: Father God | come before you in the name of Jesus who died on the Cross for my sins
and rose from the dead to give me eternal life. Lord | commit myself to live a life worthy of my
heavenly citizenship. Lord help me to trust you more and to persevere in doing your will until you
come and take me to heaven. Lord sustain me, protect me and provide all my needs, this is my
prayer in Jesus name, Amen.



